Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta

Enjoy the festivities of the Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta along with the opportunity to

learn about and explore the Pueblo Culture.

This tour of destinations around Albuquerque, New Mexico, is tailored to attend the
2025 Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta. After attending the festival, the tour
will immerse you into the Puebloan Cultures of New Mexico, spend a day in the
Southwest art mecca of Santa Fe, and visit Chimayo and Taos.

Day 1: Arrive Albuquerque

The "Land of Enchantment" welcomes you
as you arrive in beautiful Albuquerque
today. Meet your tour director and
transfer to your hotel. After some time to
settle in, join the group for a fun welcome
dinner at a local restaurant. Hilton Garden
Inn Uptown, Albuquerque, NM (D)

Day 2: Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta

Today you will learn why Albuquerque is
called the Balloon Capitol of the World as
you experience the Albuquerque Balloon
Fiesta. Depart for an early morning
transfer to the Fiesta Field to witness the
Dawn Patrol and have breakfast at the
Chasers Club. The Dawn Patrol began at
Balloon Fiesta in 1978, when two
California balloonists developed position
lighting systems that allowed them to fly
at night. Dawn Patrol pilots take off in the
dark and fly until it is light enough to see
landing sites. Just at dawn when the winds

are calmest, watch the Mass Ascension in
a rainbow of colors. Later this morning,
visit the Turquoise Museum where you
will enter the museum through a mock
mine tunnel and see the veins and nugget
formations just as if you are a miner.
Learn about rare specimens and the
process of grinding and shaping the stones
before time at leisure in the gift shop.
Once finished, enjoy a drive through
Albuquerque, "The Jewel of the American
Southwest," on your way to historic Old
Town with some free time to explore
hidden courtyards, stroll under covered
portals and shop at the many fine
specialty stores and galleries around the
Plaza on your own. Old Town's tree-lined
plaza and charming adobe buildings and
churches are sure to delight the sightseer
and the shopper! After an exciting day,
return to your hotel with the rest of the
evening free to relax and have dinner on
your own. Hilton Garden Inn Uptown,
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From $2,699

Per person, double occupancy

2024 Dates
October 4 SOLD OUT
October 10 SOLD OUT

2025 Dates
October 3
October 9
Tour Rating: TAP Exceptional

GUARANTEED DEPARTURE

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS:

Albuquerque

Dawn Patrol

Mass Ascension

Turquoise Museum

Old Town Albuquerque
Albuquerque

Indian Pueblo Culture Center
Sandia Peak Tram

Twilight Twinkle Grow
Chimayo

Special Shapes Glowdeo™ &
AfterGlow™ Fireworks Show
Turquoise Trail & Madrid
Taos Pueblo Tour

Santa Fe

Loretto Chapel

TOUR INCLUSIONS:

Transportation by Motorcoach
Services of a professional Tour
Director

Airport transfers on arrival and
departure

5 Nights Accommodations

5 Breakfasts, 2 Lunch and 3
Dinners

Admissions as listed in the
itinerary



Albuquerque, NM (B)

Day 3: Puebloan Cultural — Afterglow

Begin your day with one of the best views
of the city as you ride the Sandia Peak
Tramway. Overlook the valley and enjoy
views of the balloons traveling through
the valley as you ascend and descend
from its 10,387 foot crest. See firsthand
the landscape that became the home of
the Ancestral Pueblo and Pueblo people
for thousands of years. Once finished you
will experience a fascinating introduction
to the way of life enjoyed by America's
first "apartment dwellers," the Pueblo
tribes of the Southwest. During your visit
to the Indian Pueblo Cultural Center,
you'll see their artifacts and crafts and
learn a little about the cultural and
religious customs that have helped
preserve this society for over 1,000 years.
There are multiple experiences to be had
including dancing and craftsmen at work.
After your lunch you will return to your
hotel with a little time to relax. This
evening you will get to enjoy dinner at the
Chaser Club with direct access onto Fiesta
Field for the evening festivities like the
Twilight Twinkle Glow™, Special Shape
Glowdeo™, Night Magic Glow™, or
Balloon Glow™, and AfterGlow™
Fireworks Show. These evening events
start when all the balloons fire their
burners and light up at the same time. It is
perhaps the most spectacular single
moment in all of Balloon Fiesta. The
evening glows are followed by New
Mexico's most spectacular fireworks
display. Together they are Balloon Fiesta's

most popular events. Hilton Garden Inn
Uptown, Albuquerque, NM
(B, L, D)

Day 4: Turquoise Trail — Taos — Santa Fe

This morning, enjoy a drive along the
Turquoise Trail, named for the exquisite
mineral that was once mined here. The
drive leads you the real-life ghost town of
Madrid. Madrid looks exactly like a ghost
town should, with its rows of empty,
ramshackle houses that once were the
homes of three thousand miners and their
families. The only sign of life now is the
artists who come to paint this picturesque
place, and who display their wares to the
interested buyer. Continue through Santa
Fe to Chimayo, home to the Santuario de
Chimayo and where the descendants of
Spanish weavers and woodcarvers still ply
their crafts. After a stop to observe the
artisans, continue your scenic drive to the
world class resort town of Taos. Founded
in 1617 by the Spanish, Taos has kept its
Spanish and Indian influences. Arrive at
Taos Plaza with free time to wander the
streets, enjoying the local cuisine, unique
atmosphere, and browse the offerings of
many artists who have come here to
capture the allure of this delightful place.
Then visit Taos Pueblo, a village that has
been inhabited for more than 800 years,
and whose adobe structures have
changed little since the first Spanish
explorers saw them in 1540's. As you
return to Santa Fe, stop for a scenic view
of the Rio Grande, a legendary river that
cuts a distinct path through the history of
the Southwest. Check into your Santa Fe

hotel with the evening free for dinner on
your own. Courtyard by Marriot, Santa
Fe, NM (B, L)

Day 5: Sante Fe

Today enjoy a full day exploring and
experiencing the first state capitol in the
United States, "The Royal City of the Holy
Faith of Saint Francis," better known as
Santa Fe. Founded in 1609, the city offers
many historic and scenic delights. Begin
your day with an intimate tour of Santa
Fe. Your tour will be a walking tour to the
many famous sights including the historic
Santa Fe Plaza with a view of the Palace of
the Governors, the Loretto Chapel, a
miniature model of the Sainte-Chapelle in
Paris, and the oldest church in New
Mexico and more. After you are done the
afternoon will be yours for lunch on your
own and free time to explore the many
wonderful shops and art galleries on your
own. Take a chance to stroll through the
Indian Market, where native arts and
crafts are available directly from the
artists who created them. This evening
you will join the group for a special
farewell dinner as you finish exploring this
enchanting land. Courtyard by Marriott,
Sante Fe, NM (B, D)

Day 6: Home

After  breakfast, transfer to the
Albuquerque Airport for your departure
home. (B)

Deposit

A deposit of 25% of trip cost per person is due with registration. Final payment is due 60 days before departure. Invoices will
be sent out prior to final payment. Early registration is encouraged.

Arrival Instructions

Arrive Albuquerque, NM by 3:00 PM via ABQ

Departure Instructions

Depart Albuquerque, NM after 8 AM via ABQ

Cancellation Policy:

All cancellation or reschedule notices will need to be written via email. Cancellations 61 days or more prior to departure
will receive a 10% cancellation fee of the full price of the tour. Any cancellations within 60 days prior to departure will not
receive a refund but will receive a credit valid for 2 years from the date of cancellation. This credit is a cash value and
can be used toward any tour offered by Southwest Adventure Tours or any of its travel partners.

We offer optional insurance for cancellation, life, health, and baggage.
We strongly recommend purchase of this insurance.

Tour Code: TAPSAT



