
St. James Coffee House presents:  

320 Elton Hills Drive NW 

Rochester, MN 55901 

(507) 289-3332 

(800) 658-7128 

Fax: (507) 281-9747 

E-mail: tours@ed-ventures.com 

www.ed-ventures.com 

SCHEDULED DEPARTURE 
 

Oct. 15 - 26, 2023  

 

Tour Code: SJIT23 

Statue of Saint Father Pious in the 
Shrine in San Giovanni Rotondo 

Monastery in Cassino 

Co-hosted by: 
Fr. Andrew Beerman & 
Fr. Randal Kasel 



Day 1: Sun., Oct. 15, 2023 • Depart 
Our adventure begins as we depart on our transatlantic flight to 
Italy.  
  
Day 2: Mon., Oct. 16, 2023 • Arrive – San Giovanni Rotondo  
Upon arrival, we meet our motor coach and driver and transfer to 
Cassino stopping for lunch along the way. We visit Montecassino 
Abbey where St Benedict founded the well-structured Christian 
monastery in the midst of rampant paganism in 529. We have Mass 
and remember its long history. We continue through the country 
side to San Giovanni Rotondo. Dinner is at our hotel tonight. D 
 
Day 3: Tue., Oct. 17, 2023 • San Giovanni Rotondo 
Today is about the life of Padre Pio. We begin with Mass at the 
Church of Santa Marie delle Grazie and visit Padre Pio’s tomb. We 
visit the church where Padre Pio received the stigmata plus Padre’s 
most famous charitable work: the Home for Relief and Suffering. 
We see the confessional where Padre Pio spent innumerable hours 
with the multitude of pilgrims, directing them on their journey 
toward God. We then visit the Grotto of Michael the Archangel. Six 
different popes and St. Francis of Assisi have knelt in prayer at this 
Grotto, seeking the protection of St. Michael. This is one of the 
most celebrated shrines of early Christianity. This afternoon we visit 
Pietralcina, the town where Padre Pio was born. We see his native 
house and the Church of the Holy Family, with an adjacent convent 
and museum dedicated to Padre Pio. We also visit the pilgrim’s 
house which was built to welcome pilgrims from around the world 
and the parish church, Santa Maria degli Angeli, located in the 
center of the town. This was the church where Padre Pio celebrated 
his first Mass. B, D 
 
Day 4: Wed., Oct. 18, 2023 • Assisi 
After breakfast, we drive to Lanciano to celebrate Mass at the 
Eucharistic Miracle of Lanciano. Later we drive to Assisi and 
explore the beautiful town. Our local guide shows us its wonderful 
frescoes by Cimabue and Giotto and more. We have free time to 

explore the Basilica of St. Clare on our own. St. Clare is Francis’ 
friend and foundress of the Poor Clare nuns, and we see the crucifix 
that spoke to St. Francis in San Damiano. B, D 
  
Day 5: Thurs., Oct. 19, 2023 • Assisi 
We visit the Basilica of Santa Maria degli Angeli built to enclose 
the tiny Church of the Porziuncola, St. Francis’ first retreat and 
place of prayer and where he consecrated Clare as the Bride of 
Christ. We continue to La Verna, one of the places where St. 
Francis is venerated and, we get a sense of its artistic cultural, 
historical and religious interest. Lunch (pranzo) is at a local 
ristorante in La Verna before visiting the peace and the quiet of the 
Sanctuary of La Verna on nearby Mount Penna, where we attend 
Mass in the Chapel of the Stigmata. B, L, D 
 
Day 6: Fri., Oct. 20, 2023 • Assisi 
We begin today with Mass at San Damiano and pray in the place 
where Francis wrote the “Canticle of the Sun.” Later today we have 
the option to go to The Carceri or have free time in Assisi. This 
evening we enjoy dinner and a tour of  a local winery. B, D 
 
Day 7: Sat., Oct. 21, 2023 • Assisi - Rome 
Today we explore the Rieti Valley where St Francis found refuge 
from the vanities of the world. He found kind, simple people who 
understood his message. He found lush and peaceful nature. Saint 
Francis made the Rieti Valley his home along with Assisi and La 
Verna. Since then, this splendid plain amidst the hills and mountains 
has been known as the Sacred Valley. Other stops include Greccio 
where we visit the Sanctuary (one of four shrines built by St 
Francis) and the International Museum of the Crib and other sites as 
time permits. We arrive in Rome in time for dinner at our hotel. B, 
L, D 
 
Day 8: Sun., Oct. 22, 2023 • Rome 
We begin with a walking tour of the Palatine and Capitoline Hills 

Monastery of Sacred Cave  
(Sacro Speco) of Saint Benedict 

Rome’s Colosseum 

Basilica of  
St. Francis of Assisi 

Co-hosted by: 
Fr. Andrew Beerman 

Co-hosted by: 
Fr. Randal Kasel 



areas beginning at the Colosseum. We walk through the Roman 
Forum and the ruins of 2000 years ago imagining what it must have 
been like as we see the tracks the chariot wheels left. We see 
Constantine’s Arch, San Pietro in Vincoli Church with 
Michelangelo’s Moses, and Mamertine Prison and reflect on Paul’s 
time spent in Rome. After lunch, we visit one of the four major 
basilicas of Rome, St. Paul’s Outside the Walls, where the Apostle 
was martyred and is buried. After our Mass, we return to the city 
center. B, D 
 
Day 9: Mon., Oct. 23, 2023 • Rome 
This morning we visit Vatican City and St. Peter’s Basilica, home 
of the Roman Catholic Church and the largest building in 
Christianity. Included is a visit to the Vatican Museum and the 
Sistine Chapel. We have free time to visit the city center in the 
afternoon. B 
 
Day 10: Tue., Oct. 24, 2023 • Rome 
Today we explore another site of St Benedict as we drive the short 
distance to Subiaco for a tour of the Monastery and the Cave of 
Saint Benedict of Norcia. Set in the rock face of Mount Taleo, our 
tour explaind the “living rock” where the monastery perches as well 
as its significance of being a center of spirituality for almost 1000 
years. We are awed by the oldest existing portrait of Saint Francis of 
Assisi who arrived there in 1223. Later we stop at Villa d’Este, a 
masterful Italian Garden included on the UNESCO World Heritage 
list. We meander through impressive gardens, past fountains, 
grottoes and imposing architecture before returning to Rome to 
enjoy dinner together at our hotel. B, D 
 
Day 11: Wed., Oct. 25, 2023 • Rome   
After breakfast we depart for the Vatican and a Papal Audience 
with the Holy Father. The afternoon is free for final exploration and 
shopping opportunities or to visit other sites of Rome. This evening 
we have a farewell dinner at a local restaurant and reflect on our 
journey. B, D 
 
 

Tour Prices: $5,199 
  

Prices are per person, double occupancy 
Land and estimated air 

with a minimum of 25 participants 
 

Single supplement: $600 
 
 

YOUR TRIP INCLUDES: 
• Roundtrip transportation from Rochester to MSP airport 
• Estimated airfare ($1,500) from Minneapolis to Rome 

or Naples and return from Rome including taxes and 
fuel surcharges.  

• Land transportation via private, deluxe air-conditioned 
motorcoach 

• Accommodations (double-occupancy) in superior tourist 
& moderate first class hotels  

• Services of a multi-lingual guide throughout the tour  
• Meals as indicated in itinerary 
• Admission to all activities listed on itinerary 
• Luggage handling of one piece per person at hotels 
• All taxes and tips including coach driver, tour leader 

and hotel and restaurant staff 
• Travel insurance for health, baggage and cancellation. 
 
NOT INCLUDED: 

• Meals not indicated on itinerary 
• Beverages, except for juice, tea, coffee and water with 

breakfast  
• Items of a personal nature such as passport fees 

(Passport must be valid for six months beyond return 
date.) 

 
Payment Schedule:  
A deposit of $500 is due with registration. Final payment is due 
100 days before departure (July 14, 2023). Invoice will be sent 
out prior to final payment. Early registration is encouraged.  
 
Currency: 
Currency exchange rates fluctuate constantly. In the event of a 
significant drop in the value of the dollar, we reserve the right 
to add a currency surcharge to the price of the tour. 
 
Refund/Cancellation Policy:  
All cancellations must be in writing and the date of postmark 
will determine the amount of refund due. Refunds are based 
on the number of days prior to the departure date. From the 
time of deposit to 99 days before departure, a $100 per 
person administrative fee and any lost airfare deposits will be 
assessed. From the final payment due date until 14 days 
before departure, there will be a $300 per person cancellation 
penalty plus any unrecoverable deposits to suppliers as well 
as any penalties imposed by airlines or ground suppliers. 
Airline tickets, once printed are not refundable. An individual 
canceling less than 14 days before departure will receive NO 
REFUND. 
 

Health, baggage and trip cancellation 
 insurance is included. 

Tour code: SJIT23 

Abbreviations for Meals 
B=Breakfast L=Lunch D=Dinner 

Roman Forum 

Please be aware: this tour includes considerable standing and 
walking. Tour participants must be able to walk a mile or more at a 
moderate pace, navigate some uneven terrain, cobblestone streets, 
steps and hills. Caution is recommended for those with walking or 
breathing difficulties. If a guest requires mobility assistance, they 
must be accompanied by an able companion who is totally 
responsible for providing the guest’s necessary assistance. For 
liability reasons, Ed-Ventures does not provide personal attendant 
services. 



Terms and Conditions 

We reserve the right to cancel this trip due to lack of subscription. In the event of cancellation of the trip in 
its entirety, a full refund of all deposits will be made to passengers enrolled at the time of cancellation. Tour 
price is based on the value of the dollar and the cost of airfare and is subject to change without notice. 
Extensions are usually available, but must be requested when booking the tour. Any changes in airfare 
booking may result in a processing fee. It may be possible, that due to unforeseen events, conditions, or 
changes in airline schedules, the land portion of the trip may be extended or shortened. Any savings realized 
by such occurrences will be refunded, however any extra expenses incurred must be borne by the client. Trip 
cancellation insurance is available. This low-cost protection can save you money if you are forced to cancel 
or alter your trip for a medical reason only. You will be mailed trip cancellation insurance information with 
the brochure or upon receipt of your deposit. 
  

Responsibility: Ed-Ventures, Inc., their officers and employees, tour hosts, or any other persons or vendors 
connected with the tour shall not under any circumstances accept liability, provide refunds or pay 
compensation where the performance of our contractual obligations is prevented or affected, or you 
otherwise suffer any loss, injury, death, inconvenience or damage as a result of circumstances amounting to 
“force majeure”. This means any event or circumstances which we or our suppliers of the services in 
question could not foresee or avoid. Such events and circumstances may include, acts of God, actual or 
threatened, war, insurrection, riots, strikes, civil action, decisions by governments or governing authority, 
technical or maintenance problems with transport, changes of schedules or operational decisions of air/
transport carriers, terrorist activity or the threat thereof, industrial action, natural or nuclear activity, 
epidemic, pandemic, illness, physical injury, quarantine, medical or customs or immigration regulation, 
delay, or cancellation, adverse weather conditions, fire and all similar events outside our control.  
  
Due to COVID-19, we reserve the right to adjust the tour in order to follow the guidelines and policies set by 
the CDC and the local governments. 
  
The airline(s) concerned are not held responsible for any act, omission, or event during the time passengers 
are not on their planes or conveyances. The passenger's contract in use by the airlines concerned, when 
issued, shall constitute the sole contract between the airlines and the purchaser of this tour and/or passenger. 
Any and/or all transportation companies herein mentioned shall not have nor incur any responsibility to any 
traveler aside from their liability as common carriers. Air and land costs are subject to change without notice. 
Air transportation is via special, non refundable airfare. Any additional airfare assessments made by 
the airlines for any changes whatsoever shall be the responsibility of the client. Other rules may also 
apply. Services of any A.R.C. or I.A.T.A. carrier may be used in conjunction with this tour. If there is a 
change in air prices and/or currency exchange rates, we reserve the right to adjust prices. 
  
I grant Ed-Ventures, Inc and its agents the right to take photographs and videos of me during the tour and 
any meetings related to the tour before or after the tour. I authorize Ed-Ventures Inc, its assigns and 
transferees to copyright, use, and publish in print and/or electronically. 
  
I agree that Ed-Ventures may use such photographs or videos of me with or without my name for any lawful 
purpose, including publicity, illustration, advertising, and Web content. 
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10.4.22 Land & Est. Air 

 

320 Elton Hills Dr NW • Rochester, MN 55901 
Phone: (507) 289-3332 • (800) 658-7128 

Fax: (507) 281-9747 • email: tours@ed-ventures.com 
www.ed-ventures.com 



Address:_ _________________________________________________________________________________________  

City: _______________________________ State: ______ Zip:___________ Phone:  ____________________________  

Work phone/cell: ________________________ E-mail:  ___________________________________________________  

Emergency Contact Name: ____________________________________ Phone:  _______________________________  

Passenger Information (2nd Traveler) 

Please record information exactly as it appears on your 
passport. Passport information may be sent later if you 
have yet to obtain a passport. Best practice is to include a 
copy of the photo page of your passport. 
 

Legal Name: ____________________________________  

(Name for name badge): ___________________________  

Passport #: _____________________________________  

Passport Exp. Date: ______________________________  

Passport Authority: ______________________________  

Date of Birth: ___________________________________   

Place of Birth: __________________________________   

Gender:      □  Male      □  Female 

Special Dietary Needs: ____________________________  

Passenger Information (1st Traveler) 

Please record information exactly as it appears on your 
passport. Passport information may be sent later if you have 
yet to obtain a passport. Best practice is to include a copy of 
the photo page of your passport. 
 

Legal Name: ____________________________________  

(Name for name badge): ____________________________  

Passport #: ______________________________________  

Passport Exp. Date: ______________________________  

Passport Authority: ______________________________  

Date of Birth: ___________________________________   

Place of Birth: ___________________________________   

Gender:      □  Male      □  Female 

Special Dietary Needs: ____________________________  

Sleeping Preference (circle one):   Double bed (1 bed)      Twin Beds (2 beds) 

Roommate name:_________________________________ OR Single supplement: _____Yes         _____No   

 

Travel Insurance  

Insurance by Travel Guard insurance has been included in the price of the tour. 

 

Deposit Payment Information (please check one) 
□ Enclosed is my $__________deposit. Make checks payable to Ed-Ventures, Inc. 

□ Please charge $__________ deposit to my Discover/MasterCard/Visa 

Credit Card Number:  ________________________________________________ Exp. Date:  _____________________    

Card ID Code:* ______________________________________ *last 3 digits in signature box on the back of the card 
 

Prices in this brochure were effective on 10.4.22. By signing below, I understand that price changes are possible at the time of 
final invoicing, due to exchange rates, an increase in carrier charges, fuel costs, taxes and tariffs, and the number of 
passengers traveling in the group. I understand that insurance premiums and credit card fees are non-refundable. I agree to the 
terms and conditions of this tour.  

Signature of 1st traveler: __________________________________________________  Date:  ______________________  

Signature of 2nd traveler: __________________________________________________ Date:  ______________________  

320 Elton Hills Drive NW, Rochester, MN 55901 
(507) 289-3332 • (800) 658-7128 • Fax: (507) 281-9747 

www.ed-ventures.com 10.4.22 land & est. air 

Please register me for: 

□  SJIT23: Oct. 15 - 26, 2023 • $5,199 

□  Single Supplement • $600  

 

_______Initial to acknowledge you understand that Federal law prohibits the carriage of certain hazardous materials in your 

luggage or on your person aboard aircraft and could result in a fine or imprisonment. Visit www.tsa.gov for more information. 

St. James Coffee House 


